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Historical Playlist  
 
Introduction 
 
Music is a beautiful thing and people look to music to help them through the best of times and 
the hardest of times. For this activity, students will be challenged to think about a song that 
always takes them back to a time in history that meant a lot to them. 
 
Activity  
 
Begin class by saying “Raise your hands if you like music.” Next, say “Who can recall certain 
times in their lives when they hear a certain song?”  and lastly say “Who thinks about a friend, 
family member, or loved one when they hear a certain song?” After you have given them time to 
discuss, move onto the next step.  
 
Let your class know that today they will get the opportunity to reflect on a song that 
meant a lot to them by  
 

1. Begin by asking your students to  take out a piece of paper 
2. Ask students to answer the following question on the sheet of paper they took out, “What 

is one song that reminds you about a special memory, person, in your history?”  
3. Let your students know that they should explain this in a minimum of two paragraphs in 

length.  
4. Once you have given your students some time to write, ask them to share their 

responses with the class.  
5. (Highly Recommended) Compile a list of the songs that were shared and create a class 

playlist at the end of the lesson through Youtube if possible. 
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If Money was Not  
an Object 

 
Introduction 
 
One of our favorite videos here at Social Studies Studios is, “What if Money was Not an Object.” 
The video challenges you to think about what you would be doing with your life if money was not 
an object. We like the video so much we decided to make a writing assignment out of it! 
 
Activity  
 

1. This is a great first day of class icebreaker! Begin by asking your students to take out a 
piece of paper and answer the following question 

● What do you want to be when you grow up? Why?  
 

2. Next, ask your students how many of them chose their choice based on money. Allow for 
your students to raise their hands and then ask, "Why is money important? Encourage 
your students to share their answers aloud before you move onto the next step.  
 
Next, If possible please show the video found at the link below 

● Alan Watts-What if Money Were No Object? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZ7Y1-0bNeQ  

 
3. After you’ve shown the video, ask them to answer this question, “If money wasn’t an 

object what would you like to be when you grow up.” ENCOURAGE HONESTY! 
 
Once all students have finished answering these questions, do one of these two options.  

● Option 1: Have students share their responses from both questions aloud 
 

● Option 2: Have students compare their responses to the two questions and 
explain why their answer are the same or different when money is and when it is 
not an object  
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZ7Y1-0bNeQ
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What Shocked Me the Most  
 
Introduction 
 
Everyone can share at least one moment in history that shocked them. Depending on your age, 
you may say it was the Vietnam War, 9/11, or even the Y2k scare. Whatever the historical event 
is, it is probably easy for you to recall your feelings and what life was like then. For this activity, 
you will challenge your students to reflect by sharing what they believe was the most shocking 
event in history they lived through.  
 
Activity 
 

1. Begin class by listing five major events in history where your students can see.  
2. Start a whole group discussion by asking “Why are these things important?” Call on 

students randomly to share their responses. Expand on their responses by sharing how 
events in history can make a societal impact.  

 
Next, ask students to take out a piece of paper and answer the following questions  

 
● Growing up, what event do you feel was most shocking? Describe the event 

 
● Why was this so shocking to you? Please explain and also share where you were when 

this event took place. 
 
Once done, have a whole group discussion with your students and allow them to share their 
responses with the class.  
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My Future Timeline  
 
Introduction  
 
At this point, your students should have already been exposed to what a timeline is. If they 
aren’t, please share the video we have linked below. In this activity, you will challenge your 
students to think into the future by creating a predicted timeline.  
 
A Comprehensive Overview of Timelines: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o50HA6QTxj0&t=129s  
 
Activity 
 

1. Begin class by asking your students to take out a piece of paper and ask them to do the 
following:  

● Fold your paper from the top of the page to the bottom  
● Folded from the crease area in the center to the bottom 
● Unfold the entire paper, you should have four folded rows. You will now need to 

label each row. Let your students know that they will need to make these labels 
on the left side closest to the margin: 

○ Row 1: 10 Years  
○ Row 2: 20 Years 
○ Row 3: 30 Years 
○ Row 4: 40 Years 

 

 
 

2. In each labeled area, students will make a prediction about where they see themselves 
in the number of years listed. Require them to provide a minimum of two predictions for 
each row and use complete sentences.  

 
Once your students have completed this activity, ask them to share their responses with the 
class. Let them know that it would be a good idea to keep this timeline stored somewhere they 
can relook at every 10 years. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o50HA6QTxj0&t=129s
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What Do You Know 
and Want to Know?  

Introduction 
 
Some of the most important skills students should have is the ability to recall background 
knowledge and predict. This activity is simple but effective in challenging students to recall 
background knowledge and use it to create a prediction.  
 
Activity 
 
This activity should be done at the beginning of the semester and can serve as a great 
formative assessment for you to know how much your students currently know about the subject 
you are teaching.  
 

1. Begin class by introducing your course, make sure that you don’t add too much detail. 
Next, ask your students to take out a piece of paper and answering the following 
questions 

 
● Define Social Studies in your own words 

 
● What do you know about the subject of this class? List and describe as much as 

you know. If you don’t know anything about this class, list and describe as much 
as you can about past social studies classes you’ve taken in the past.  

 
● Based on what I shared with you at the beginning of class, what are something 

you’d like to learn about this semester.  
 
Another option is to pass out the textbook if you have one and have your students go through it 
and list 5 things they are most curious about learning.  
 
If time permits, call on your students at random to share their responses with the class. 
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Handshake 
 

Introduction  

Building rapport with your students is important and one-way teachers are doing this is by 

creating unique welcome class greetings. Please click the links below to view video examples: 

 

● Cool Teachers Greet Students With Personalized Handshakes: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3dhHfhdTOE   

 

● Inspiring America: Teacher Personalized Handshake with Every Student: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLym8XovaCA   

 

The handshake activity is best done within the first two weeks of class. Begin class with a whole 

group discussion about the importance of being personable and nice. Talk about how it’s 

important to say hi and greet each other. 

 

Whole Group Discussion/Activity  

 

1. Ask your students to share how they would feel if they were to walk into your classroom 

and you don’t acknowledge them. Next, follow the bulleted steps below 

2. Group your students up into pairs of 2 

3. Once they are in their groups, show them the videos listed below: 

○ Cool Teachers Greet Students With Personalized Handshakes: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3dhHfhdTOE   

○ TED-Ed The Importance of saying hello by Jose Luise Gmez Figueroa: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufqzlfeor7k   

 

4. In their groups, ask them to create a unique greeting. Make sure that you give them a 5-

15 minute time limit.  

5. Once time expires, ask each group to demonstrate their greeting in the front of the class.  

 

(This last part of the activity is your preference)  

● Let students know that you will use their unique greetings for their groups before the 

beginning of class 

● Or have the class vote on the best greeting that will be used with every student before 

every class.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3dhHfhdTOE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLym8XovaCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3dhHfhdTOE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufqzlfeor7k
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My Timeline  
 

Introduction  

 

Teaching and understanding timelines are important. In this activity, we won’t get into detail 

about what B.C, A.D, C.E., or B.C.E mean. We want you to share with students a brief 

explanation of how a timeline works.  

 

Here is a link to videos we highly recommend sharing with your students:  

● What is Timeline? Explained in 60 Seconds: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xc64qurhFng   

● Timeline for Kids: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o50HA6QTxj0   

 

Activity  

 

Using the attached worksheet, create a timeline of your life beginning with the date/place you 

were born. Include 5 pieces of information you feel are most important to share. FYI the 

worksheet not only requires you to list the date but it also asks you to draw a picture. (Teacher 

Recommendation) Providing your own example is highly recommended. Once you have 

completed the activity share it with your students.  

 

Next, follow the steps listed below 

1. Pass out the attached worksheet to your students 

2. Read aloud the directions  

3. Ask students if they have any questions. If they don’t, let them know that they may 

begin.  

4. Once everyone has completed their timelines, ask them to read them aloud to the class 

and if possible post their work as artifacts in the classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xc64qurhFng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o50HA6QTxj0


MY 
TIMELINE

use the gray sections to add dates 
Use the boxes below to write
information and draw your pictures

DATES

DIRECTIONS copyright Laura Pennington 2018
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My Mount Rushmore 
 

Introduction 

 

Mount Rushmore is one of the most visited memorials in the United States. This was made to 

commemorate four of presidents that many believe represent freedom, liberty, and the 

American dream. Through this activity, your students will be challenged to create their own 

Mount Rushmore of four people they’d like to commemorate.  

 

(Highly Recommended) Begin class with a whole group discussion asking students if they know 

what Mount Rushmore is and please share the learning videos by clicking the links below 

 

● Have You've Seen Rushmore? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTB23lKPcuA    

 

● Mount Rushmore for Kids: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUFm3qUqI-E   

 

● Deconstructing History: Mount Rushmore 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHMDDpk12Bo   

 

We have also included a picture of Mount Rushmore in this packet as well.  

 

Activity  

1. Once background knowledge has been established, pass out the Mount Rushmore 

handouts(included).  

Students will be challenged to  

2. List the four people who would make their Mount Rushmore 

3. They will use the worksheet to draw their faces on the mountains and use the text box to 

explain why this person made it on their Mount Rushmore. They can choose friends, 

family, teachers, pets, fictional characters, and celebrities. 

4. Once students are done, have them present their Mount Rushmore to class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTB23lKPcuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUFm3qUqI-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHMDDpk12Bo


My Mount 
Rushmore

Directions

If you were able to create your own Mount Rushmore who
would be on it? Please list and explain why you chose who you
did in the boxes below
When you are done, draw their pictures in the circles above

copyright Laura Pennington 2018
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My History Book 

Introduction 

 

One major part of any history class is getting your students to think like a historian! Begin class 

by sharing with your students the following definition 

(Read Aloud) Historian: An expert in or student of history, especially that of a particular period, 

geographical region, or social phenomenon.  

 

Expand on the definition by sharing the linked video below 

● How Do You Study History?: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZG12cx3NAE    

 

Activity 

(Requires Scissors I Youtube Access)  

1. Begin by asking your students to take out a piece of paper.  Please click the link below 

and have your students follow along for step-by-step instruction on how to create the 

mini book. 

● How to Make a Quick and Easy 8 Page Mini Book from One Piece of Paper: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21qi9ZcQVto   

For those of you who are unable to play the video, ask your students to draw 8 squares side by 

side on their paper. Make sure to tell them that their squares should be large enough for them to 

write and draw in.  

 

This book will require students to choose one of two options  

 

Option 1: 

Students will be required to create a mini-history book that provides 4 events in history that 

stood out to them. They will describe the event and draw a picture next to their story. 

 

Option 2:  

Students will be required to create a mini-history book that provides 4 events in their personal 

life history that stood out to them. They will describe the event and draw a picture next to their 

story. 

 

Once done, break your students up into groups of four. Let them know that they will spend the 

remainder of class reading eachothers history books. If time permits, call on students at random 

to share what they just read.  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZG12cx3NAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21qi9ZcQVto
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Time Capsule  
 

 Introduction  

 

One of the coolest things about studying history is learning about the past and comparing how 

things were to how they are now. This time capsule assignment will require students to compare 

and contrast what life was like at the beginning of the semester and how it is at the end of the 

semester.  

 

Activity 

Pass out the Time Capsule worksheet to your students. Read aloud the directions. Please read 

the bulleted directions below 

 

The beginning of the semester  

 

1. Pass out the Time Capsule Worksheet and have your students answer the ten questions 

found on the sheet  

● Who is your best friend 

● What is your favorite TV show 

● What is your favorite food 

● What is your favorite candy 

● What is your favorite movie 

● What form of technology do you use the most  

● What is your favorite sport 

● What do you want to be when you grow up  

● What is a favorite hobby 

● What is your pet peeve 

2. Give your students time to answer these questions.  

3. Store your student's responses in a folder (VERY IMPORTANT)  

 

End of the semester 

 

1. Give your students the same “Time Capsule” worksheet 

2. Give them time to answer the questions and pass out the ones they created at the 

beginning of the semester 

3. Pass out the Venn Diagram Worksheet (included) to your students to compare and 

contrast their answers at the beginning of the semester to the end of the semester.  

 

 



T 
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e 
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copyright Laura Pennington 2018

Who is your best friend?

What is your favorite TV show?

What is your Favorite food?

What is your favorite candy?

What is your favorite movie

What form of technology do you use the most?

What is your favorite sport?

What do you want to be when you grow up

What is your favorite hobby?

What is your pet peeve?


